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Our future climate 
 
Our Shire is already being affected by climate change and as time 
goes on the weather will get more and more and more extreme 
and unpredictable.  
 
If we stay on the same path of high greenhouse gas emissions, 
we can expect more frequent and intense bushfires, storms, 
heatwaves and droughts, with less rainfall, snow and frosts. 
 
We’ve spent some time looking into what impacts these changes 
will have on our Shire through a climate change risk assessment. 
We looked at the impacts now and in 2050.  

 

Below are the most important risks and 
opportunities that we plan to address through the 
climate action plan. 
 

 
 

Community risks 
 
From health impacts and power outages to 
threats to jobs in agriculture and tourism, 
climate change affects most areas of our lives. 
 
 Physical health impacts of extreme heat, bushfire 

and storms on residents, especially vulnerable 
people such as children and the elderly 

 Mental health impacts such as climate anxiety and 
trauma 

 Severing of transport routes and communications 
during storms and bushfires 

 People leave towns following extreme weather 
events like bushfires and storms 

 Extreme weather and drought threaten agriculture 
and tourism industries 

 Loss of snowfall at Lake Mountain, resulting in 
reduced income for the Marysville area 

 Forest, bushland and parks are degraded and may 
no longer be able to provide services like pollination, 
water filtration, and carbon sequestration 

 Warmer temperatures bring more pests and weeds 
that threaten our agricultural industry and natural 
environments 

Council risks 
 
Council is on the front line of climate change. 
Climate impacts may undermine our financial 
stability and our infrastructure, and our ability to 
provide essential services to the community.  
 
 Exposure to extreme heat, bushfire and storms 

endanger Council staff and cause mental health 
impacts 

 Strain on resources and lowered service delivery as 
Council’s transport infrastructure is blocked or 
damaged by storms, bushfires and heat, including 
increased risk of landslides 

 Strain on resources with increased demand for 
weather-related emergency services 

 Strain on resources as impacts on the community 
reduce the number of ratepayers 

 Damage to Council buildings and other assets due to 
bushfire and storms, impeding ability to respond to 
emergencies 

 More tree and limb falls from heat and water stress – 
endangering people and increasing liability 

 Higher demand for safe emergency 
recovery centres due to emergencies 
and extreme weather 

Figure 1: Goulburn region climate projections summary 
(Source: Victorian Government Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2019) 



Opportunities 
 

There are also some great opportunities for our shire as we transition to a 
zero-emissions way of life: 
 

 Energy efficiency and renewable energy technology is cheaper and more widely 
available, lowering energy bills and making buildings more comfortable and resilient 
to extreme weather. 

 
 Greater demand for renewable energy and carbon offsets with potential to develop 

these industries in the Shire, bringing economic benefits as well as increased farm 
productivity and resilience. 
 

 Economic and community wellbeing benefits of a longer tourism season and more 
time spent outdoors in warmer weather. 

 
 People are healthier and more connected by climate actions such as purchasing 

local, fresher foods, cycling rather than driving, and reduced air pollution from electric 
vehicles. 

 
 Greater awareness and appreciation of the natural environment and humanity’s 

interconnection with it. 
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Council’s Emissions Profile 
 
A breakdown of the greenhouse 
gas emissions produced annually 
from Council’s operations is 
shown to the right. The profile 
helps us to better understand 
where council’s emissions are 
coming from and take actions to 
directly reduce the biggest 
causes.  
 
Unlike many other councils, we 
manage a landfill, which includes 
emissions from organic waste 
(kitchen scraps and other plant 
matter) that have been deposited 
since the landfill opened.  
 
Note that the two electricity 
‘slices’, or 12% of our emissions, 
have been removed since Council 
began purchasing 100% 
renewable energy in January 
2022.  
 
Our emissions over time  
 
Council’s emissions profile varies year on year, mostly influenced by the emissions coming 
from the Alexandra Landfill. We plan to cap the existing landfill and introduce a residential 
organic waste collection service in 2025, which will reduce our landfill emissions for decades 
ahead. We can also switch all our vehicles to electric and ‘offset’ the remaining greenhouse 
gases by drawing them into soils and trees, to reach net zero emissions by 2035. 
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Figure 2: Corporate Emissions from July 2020 - June 2021. Source: Internal 
data collection 

Figure 3: Corporate Net Zero by 2035 Pathway 
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Community Emissions Profile 
 
Council’s emissions make up just 2% of the total emissions of the Shire. The other 98% of 
emissions come from households and businesses. This is why a major focus of our climate 
action plan is on the community. Council can reduce all our own emissions, but in many 
cases our resources may be put to better use in supporting community action.  
 
We would love your ideas on how to reduce these emissions. There are many already out 
there that we just need to scale up:  
 

- Electricity can be reduced by using less of it and purchasing or installing renewable 
energy. 

 
- Transport can be reduced by walking, cycling and carpooling more, purchasing 

locally grown food and other goods and making the switch to electric vehicles. 
  

- Agricultural emissions are a difficult one – we are still finding out exactly where these 
are coming from, but based on national data it is likely 80-90% methane released by 
cows and sheep when they digest their food. Eating less meat and dairy helps. 
Sources say that feeding cattle native seaweed Asparagopsis can help too!  

 
 

 
Figure 4: Community Emissions from July 2019 - June 2020 (most recent available data).  
Source: snapshotclimate.com.au 
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-07-23/dairy-companies-battle-emissions-with-seaweed/12477916

